
So You Wanna Be A

Tech Speaker



 About me
Data  Science  Educator
PyData  organ izer
Tech  Speaker
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What is a tech talk?
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 What isn't a tech talk?

It  is  not  a  lec ture
It  is  not  an  academic  talk
It  is  not  a  blog  post
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 What is a tech talk
then?

It  is  informat ive
It  is  a  story
It  is  personal
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Questions to ask
What  is  a  chal lenge  you  have  overcome?
What  is  something  you  are  proud  of?
What  have  you  learned  you  to ld  your  fr iend  about?
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What is something only you
can tell me about?
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The Title
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Clear titles
Data  Val idat ion  for  Data  Science
Bu i lding  Successfu l  Data  Science
Products
Feature  Engineer ing  for  Time  Ser ies
Forecast ing
C lean  Architecture :  How  to  structure
your  ML pro jects  to  reduce  techn ical
debt
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Clickbait titles
Do  we  real ly  need  Data  Scient ists?
Stup id  Things  I 've  Done  w ith  Python
Why  do  I  need  to  know  Python?  I 'm  a
pandas  user. .
"Off  w ith  their  I /Os !"  -  or  how  to
contain  madness  by  iso lat ing  your
code
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Content
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 Proposal content
What  is  the  talk  about?
Why  is  the  top ic  interest ing?
Who  is  it  for?
Type  of  talk  and  tone?
Key  takeaways
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Example Introduction

Engu l fed  in  a  tedious  refac tor ing  o f  your  code , you ʼre
adding  the  7 th  laye r  o f  mocks  to  a  test  when  you

real ise  some thing  must  have  gone  wrong  somewhe re ,
but  wha t?  You ʼve  wr i t ten  readable  code , sp l i t  into
func t ions  and  classes  to  avo id  long  chunks  o f  code ,
and  ye t , eve ry  t ime , you  end  up  w i th  ha rdly  testable
code , a  test  su i te  tha t  runs  for  hours , func t ions  w i th
seventeen  a rguments , and  you  wonde r  i f  i t ʼs  you
mocking  the  code  or  the  code  mocking  you .
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 Proposal elements
Engaging  abstract
"Show,  don't  tell"  target  audience
C lear  takeaway
A (rough)  intented  out l ine
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Look up previous editions of the
conference you're applying for and read
the descriptions of the talks that got

accepted!

2222



Why are you qualified to
give this talk?
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Talk structure
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 Talk elements
Techn ical  part
Context  (story !)
Lessons  learnt
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 Talk structure
Beginn ing :  chal lenge
M iddle :  techn ical  part
End :  lessons  learnt
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The Problem
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End with Call to Action
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 Delivery
It 's  okay  to  be  nervous
Pract ice  out  loud
But  not  too  much !
Show  as  you  tell
Don't  be  afraid  of  quest ions
Have  fun  : )
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Feel free to
reach out!

 Marys ia  W inkels
 marys ia .n l
hel lo@marys ia .n l

3131

mailto:hello@marysia.nl

